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Donate @ ballyheaparish.com    
Confessions are heard on request 

Exposition & Benediction after Mass on Thursday 
The Rosary is recited before Daily Mass & after the 08:30 Sunday Mass 

NOTICE ON APPROACHING TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
In order to avoid unnecessary movements you are asked not to bring children with you to 

Holy Communion. Only those wishing to receive should approach the altar. When coming to 
Holy Communion, please do so on a seat by seat basis so as to maintain social distance.  

NOTICE ON DUES ENVELOPES 
Many thanks to all who sent in their envelopes for 2021. Please return any outstanding envelopes 

to the sacristy or parochial house as soon as possible. 
The Bible in a Year Podcast 

 bibleinayear.fireside.fm 
          DEATHS                                                 

Michael Madigan of Ballinadrideen, who died last week, R.I.P. 
Michael Corbit of Ballyhay, R.I.P. Removal from O’Keeffe’s Funeral Home at 19:30 on Sunday, 26 
January. Requiem Mass on Monday at 12:00, followed by burial in the New Cemetery.  

ANNIVERSARIES            
Saturday,                          15th           19:30—Canon David Fitzgibbon of Ballylopin 
Sunday,                               16th          08:30—Paddy, Kate, & Maurice Linehan of Imphrick 
Sunday,                               16th         11:00—John Joe & Michael O’Callaghan of Rathnacally 
Thursday,                       20th          10:00—Patrick O’Brien of Ballycosgry 
Friday,                                    21st            10:00—Eily Collins 
Saturday,                        22nd        10:00—Jerry O’Sullivan of Fiddane 
Please, also, remember in your prayers Sheila Ring whose anniversary occurs around this time. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY (18—25 JANUARY) 
Catholics hold the firm conviction that the one Church of Christ subsists in the Catholic 

Church ‘which is governed by the successor of Peter and by the Bishops in communion with 
him’. They confess that the entirety of revealed truth, of sacraments, and of ministry that Christ 
gave for the building up of his Church and the carrying out of its mission is found within the 
Catholic communion of the Church…Human folly and human sinfulness however have at times 
opposed the unifying purpose of the Holy Spirit and weakened that power of love which 
overcomes the inherent tensions in ecclesial life. From the beginning of the Church certain rifts 
came into being. Then more serious dissensions appeared and the Churches in the East found 
themselves no longer in full communion with the See of Rome or with the Church of the West. 

Later in the West more profound divisions caused other ecclesial Communities to come into 
being. These ruptures had to do with doctrinal or disciplinary questions and even with the 
nature of the Church…No Christian, however, should be satisfied with these forms of 
communion. They do not correspond to the will of Christ, and weaken his Church in the exercise 
of its mission. (Directory for the application of principles & norms on Ecumenism) 

A LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS, POPE FRANCIS, TO SPOUSES [PART III] 

Marriage, as a vocation, calls you to steer a tiny boat—wave-tossed yet sturdy, thanks to the 
reality of the sacrament—across a sometimes stormy sea. How often do you want to say, or 
better, cry out, like the apostles: ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’(Mk 4:38). Let us 
never forget, though, that by virtue of the sacrament of matrimony, Jesus is present in that boat; 
he is concerned for you and he remains at your side amid the tempest. In another Gospel 
passage, as they rowed with difficulty, the disciples saw Jesus coming to them on the waters and 
welcomed him into their boat. Whenever you are buffeted by rough winds and storms, do the 
same thing: welcome Jesus into your boat, for once he “got into the boat with them... the wind 
ceased” (Mk 6:51). It is important that, together, you keep your eyes fixed on Jesus. Only in this 
way, will you find peace, overcome conflicts and discover solutions to many of your problems. 
Those problems, of course, will not disappear, but you will be able to see them from a different 
perspective. Only by abandoning yourselves into the Lord’s hands will you be able to do what 
may seem impossible. Recognise your own weakness and powerlessness in the face of so many 
situations all around you, but at the same time be certain that Christ’s power will thus be 
manifested in your weakness (2 Cor  12:9). It was precisely in the midst of the storm that the 
apostles came to know the kingship and divinity of Jesus, and learned to trust in him. 

With these biblical passages in mind, I would now like to reflect on some of 
the difficulties and opportunities  that families have experienced during the current pandemic. 
For instance, the lockdown has meant that there was more time to be together, and this proved a 
unique opportunity for strengthening communication within families. Naturally, this demands a 
particular exercise of patience. It is not easy to be together all day long, when everyone has to 
work, study, recreate and rest in the same house. Don’t let tiredness get the better of you: may 
the power of love enable you to look more to others—to your spouse, to your children—than to 
your own needs and concerns. Implore the gift of love from the Holy Family and reread Paul’s 
celebration of charity, so that it can inspire your decisions and your actions (Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6). 

In this way, the time you spend together, far from being a penance, will be become a refuge 
amid the storms. May every family be a place of acceptance and understanding. Think about the 
advice I gave you on the importance of those three little words: ‘please, thanks, sorry’. After 
every argument, ‘don’t let the day end without making peace’.  Don’t be ashamed to kneel 
together before Jesus in the Eucharist, in order to find a few moments of peace and to look at 
each other with tenderness and goodness. Or when one of you is a little angry, take him or her 
by the hand and force a complicit smile. You might also recite together a brief prayer each 
evening before going to bed, with Jesus at your side. For some couples, the enforced living 
conditions during the quarantine were particularly difficult. Pre-existing problems were 
aggravated, creating conflicts that in some cases became almost unbearable. Many even 
experienced the breakup of a relationship that had to deal with a crisis that they found hard or 
impossible to manage. I would like them, too, to sense my closeness and my affection. [To be cont..]
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The Month of January is Dedicated to  
The Most Holy Name of Jesus

Saturday 15th
10:00 
12:00 
19:30

St. Ita of Killeedy, Virgin ~ “Foster-Mother of the Saints of Ireland” 
Requiem Mass for Michael Madigan, R.I.P. 

Vigil Mass

Sunday 16th 08:30 
11:00

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday  17th 12:00 Requiem Mass for Michael Corbit, R.I.P. 
(St. Anthony of Egypt, Patriarch of Monks)

Tuesday 18th 12:00 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

Wednesday 19th 12:00 Ss. Marius, Martha, Audifax, & Abachum—Latin Mass

Thursday 20th 10:00 Ss. Fabian, Pope, & Sebastian, Martyrs

Friday 21th 10:00 St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr

Saturday 22nd 10:00 
19:30

St.Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon & Martyr 
Vigil Mass
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