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DONATE @ ballyheaparish.com  
CONFESSIONS ARE HEARD AFTER MASS 

EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION AFTER MASS ON THURSDAY 
THE ROSARY IS RECITED BEFORE DAILY MASS & AFTER THE 08:30 SUNDAY MASS 

CHRISTMAS BLESSING OF PEACE & JOY 
Msgr. James O’Brien would like to thank everyone for their support & friendship this past year, 

and he imparts his blessing of peace and joy for Christmas and the new year. 

BALLYHEA PARISH CHRISTMAS ANNUAL  
The Parish Annual is available for € 5.00.  

THE POPE’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY IS FOR HUMAN FRATERNITY 
We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination & persecution; may their own rights 

& dignity be recognised, which originate in the social nature of man as known through the 
revealed word of God & by reason itself.  

  

Deaths:        Maureen O’Shea of Raheen, Limerick, who died during the week, R.I.P. 
ANNIVERSARIES:   Sunday,    26th  08:30—Noreen O’Connor of Newtown House 
             Sunday,  26th 11:00—Jim & Abina Lane of Ardnageahy 
            Saturday,   1st 10:00—Teresa Linehan of Charleville 

     EXTRACTS FROM ‘REFLECTIONS AT NAZARETH’ BY POPE ST. PAUL VI (1964) 
 At Nazareth Our very first thoughts must be turned toward Mary Most Holy, to offer her the 
tribute of Our devotion and to nourish that devotion with reflections that will make it genuine, 
profound and unique, in conformity with the plan of God. It is Mary who is full of grace, who is 
the Immaculate, the ever-virgin, the Mother of Christ and hence God’s Mother and ours, she 
who was assumed into heaven, our most blessed Queen, the model for the Church and our hope. 
 We pray that she may preserve in our hearts a sincere devotion to her. We beg her to give us 
understanding, desire, and then the peace of possessing purity of body and soul, purity in 
thought and word, art and love; the purity that the world of today attempts to shock and violate; 
the purity to which Christ has linked one of His promises, one of His beatitudes, that of 
penetrating into the vision of God Himself. We ask therefore the favour of joining Our Lady, 
mother of the home at Nazareth, and her humble but courageous husband St. Joseph, in their 
intimacy with Jesus Christ, her human and divine Son. 
 Nazareth is the school in which we begin to understand the life of Jesus. It is the school of the 
Gospel. Here we learn to observe, to listen, to meditate, and to penetrate the profound and 
mysterious meaning of that simple, humble, and lovely manifestation of the Son of God. And 
perhaps we learn almost imperceptibly to imitate Him. Here we learn the method by which we 
can come to understand Christ. Here everything speaks to us; everything has meaning. It is here, 
in this school, that one comes to grasp how necessary it is to be spiritually disciplined, if one 
wishes to follow the teachings of the Gospel and to become a follower of Christ. 
 The lesson of silence: may there return to us an appreciation of this stupendous and 
indispensable spiritual condition, deafened as we are by so much tumult, so much noise, so 
many voices of our chaotic and frenzied modern life. 
 The lesson of domestic life: may Nazareth teach us the meaning of family life, its harmony of 
love, its simplicity and austere beauty, its sacred and inviolable character; may it teach is how 
sweet and irreplaceable is its training, how fundamental and incomparable its role on the social 
plane. 
 The lesson of work: O Nazareth, home of “the carpenter’s son,” We want here to understand 
and to praise the austere and redeeming law of human labor, here to restore the consciousness of 
the dignity of labor, here to recall that work cannot be an end in itself, and that it is free and 
ennobling in proportion to the values—beyond the economic ones—which motivate it. 
 Ultimately, it is the voice of Christ promulgating the New Testament, the new law which both 
absorbs and surpasses the old, and raises human endeavour to the very peak of perfection. The 
great motive of man’s activity is a sense of duty which controls the exercise of his freedom. In the 
Old Testament it was fear; and at all times including our own it is instinct and self-interest. But 
for Christ, who is the Father’s gift of love to the world, the motive is love. He taught us to obey 
through love; it is love that moved Him to set us free. According to the teaching of St. Augustine, 
‘God gave less difficult precepts to those who had still to be bound by fear; through His Son He 
gave more difficult ones to those whom He had deigned to free by love.’ 
 Christ in His Gospel has spelled out for the world the supreme purpose and the noblest force 
for action and hence for liberty and progress: love. No goal can surpass it, be superior to it, or 
supplant it. The only sound law of life is His Gospel. The human person reaches his highest level 
in Christ’s teaching. Human society finds therein its most genuine and powerful unifying force. 
 We believe, O Lord, in Thy word; we will try to follow and live it.

Mass is Live 
Streamed

Mass 
Times

The Month of January is Dedicated to  
The Most Holy Name of Jesus

Sunday 26th 08:30 
11:00

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY  
OF JESUS, MARY, & JOSEPH

Monday 27th 12:00 St. John the Evangelist

Tuesday  28th 12:00 Holy Innocents

Wednesday 29th 12:00 St. Thomas a Becket (1962)  
Archbishop of Canterbury & Chancellor of England

Thursday 30th 10:00 Octave of Christmas

Friday 31st 10:00 Pope St. Sylvester

Saturday 1st 10:00 

19:30

THE SOLEMNITY OF  
MARY, MOST HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

VIGIL MASS

Sunday 2nd 08:30 
11:00 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
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