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Donate @ ballyheaparish.com    
Confessions are heard on request 

Exposition & Benediction after Mass on Thursday 
The Rosary is recited before Daily Mass & after the 08:30 Sunday Mass 

NOTICE ON APPROACHING TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 
In order to avoid unnecessary movements you are asked not to bring children with you to Holy 

Communion. Only those wishing to receive should approach the altar. When coming to Holy 
Communion, please do so on a seat by seat basis so as to maintain social distance.  

NOTICE ON DUES ENVELOPES 
Many thanks to all who sent in their envelopes for 2021. Please return any outstanding envelopes 

to the sacristy or parochial house as soon as possible. 
CULTIVATE YOUR KNOWLEDGE & LOVE OF GOD 

    The Bible in a Year                         The Thomistic Institute               The Priory Institute 
    bibleinayear.fireside.fm                     aquinas101.thomisticinstitute.org                   prioryinstitute.com 

ROTA FOR FLOWERS         
Bernie Leahy wks 22 & 29 January, Bernie & Triona Crowley wks 5 & 12 February 

Breda Crowley wks 19 & 26 February, Angela Ryan wks 5 & 12 March 
Gretta Donegan Kerry wks 19 & 26 March, & Theresa O’Keeffe wks 2 & 9 April 

ANNIVERSARIES            
Saturday,                      22nd            10:00—Jerry O’Sullivan of Fiddane 
Saturday,                     22nd            19:30—Patrick & Hannah O’Regan of Shinana 
Sunday,                           23rd             08:30—Ned & Hannie O’Donoghue of Ardnageehy 
Sunday,                           23rd               11:00—Fr. Jerry O’Riordan of Castleharrison, Connie O’Riordan,                                         
                                                                                                                       Fr. Padraig Keogh, Peggy Keane, Abina Hayes, & Seamus Kiely 
Friday,                                28th                10:00—Liam O’Callaghan 
Saturday,                    29th              10:00—Bill & Maureen O’Shea of Raheen 

CHRISTIAN UNITY & THE NEW EVANGELISATION IS ROOTED IN THE WORD 
The Ecumenical Councils of Trent & the Vatican initiated reforms to heal the ruptures caused 

by the ecclesial divisions of the 16th century. By 1958 ‘Christian Europe’ had ‘become the 
birthplace of a new paganism, growing steadily in the heart of the Church, and threatening to 
undermine her from within’. (Prof. Joseph Ratzinger: The New Pagans & the Church, 1958)  The Church was 
no longer seen as a Church composed of pagans who had become Christians, but as a Church of 
pagans, who still called themselves Christians, but actually had become pagans. 

Pope St. John Paul II, preaching in Limerick (1979), cautioned us with these words,’Lay people 
today are called to a strong Christian commitment, to permeate society with the leaven of the 
Gospel, for Ireland is at a point of decision in her history. The Irish people have to choose today 
their way forward. Will it be a transformation of all strata of humanity into a new creation, or the 
way that many nations have gone, giving excessive importance to economic growth & material 
possessions, while neglecting the things of the spirit? The way of substituting a new ethic of 
temporal enjoyment for the law of God? The way of false freedom which is only slavery to 
decadence? Will it be the way of subjugating the dignity of the human person to the totalitarian 
domination of the State? The way of violent struggle between classes? The way of extolling 
revolution over God? Ireland must choose. You the present generation of Irish people must 
decide; your choice must be clear & your decision firm.’ 

A LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS, POPE FRANCIS, TO SPOUSES [PART IV] 

 The breakdown of a marriage causes immense suffering, since many hopes are dashed, and 
misunderstandings can lead to arguments and hurts not easily healed. Children end up having 
to suffer the pain of seeing their parents no longer together. Keep seeking help, then, so that you 
can overcome conflicts and prevent even more hurt for you and your children. The Lord Jesus, in 
his infinite mercy, will inspire you to carry on amid your many difficulties and sorrows. Keep 
praying for his help, and seek in him a refuge and a light for the journey. Discover too, in your 
communities, a ‘house of the Father, where there is a place for everyone, with all their 
problems’(Evangelii Gaudium, 47). 
 Remember also that forgiveness heals every wound. Mutual forgiveness is the fruit of an 
interior resolve that comes to maturity in prayer, in our relationship with God. It is a gift born of 
the grace poured out by Christ upon married couples whenever they turn to him and allow him 
to act. Christ ‘dwells’ in your marriage and he is always waiting for you to open your hearts to 
him, so that he can sustain you, as he did the disciples in the boat, by the power of his love. Our 
human love is weak; it needs the strength of Jesus’ faithful love. With him, you can truly build 
your ‘house on rock’(Mt 7:24). 
 Here I would like to address a word to young people preparing for marriage. Even before the 
pandemic, it was not easy for engaged couples to plan their future, due to the difficulty of 
finding stable employment. Now that the labour market is even more insecure, I urge engaged 
couples not to feel discouraged, but to have the “creative courage” shown by Saint Joseph, 
whose memory I wanted to honour in this Year dedicated to him. In your journey towards 
marriage, always trust in God’s providence, however limited your means, since ‘at times, 
difficulties can bring out resources we did not even think we had’(Patris Corde, 5). Do not hesitate to 
rely on your families and friends, on the ecclesial community, on your parish, to help you 
prepare for marriage and family life by learning from those who have already advanced along 
the path on which you are now setting out. 
 Before concluding, I would like to greet grandparents, who during the lockdown were unable 
to see or spend time with their grandchildren, and all those elderly persons who felt isolated and 
alone during those months. Families greatly need grandparents, for they are humanity’s living 
memory, a memory that, ‘can help to build a more humane and welcoming world’.  
May Saint Joseph inspire in all families a creative courage, so essential for these times of epochal 
change. May Our Lady help you to foster in your married lives the culture of encounter that we 
so urgently need in order to face today’s problems and troubles. No amount of difficulty can take 
away the joy of those who know that they are walking with the Lord ever at their side.  Live out 
your vocation with enthusiasm. Never allow your faces to grow sad or gloomy; your husband or 
wife needs your smile. Your children need your looks of encouragement. Your priests and other 
families need your presence and your joy: the joy that comes from the Lord! 
 I greet all of you with affection, and I encourage you to carry out the mission that Jesus has 
entrusted to us, persevering in prayer and in “the breaking of bread” (Acts 2:42). And please, do 
not forget to pray for me, even as I daily pray for you. 
 Fraternally, 
 Francis

Mass is Live 
Streamed

Mass 
Times

The Month of January is Dedicated to  
The Most Holy Name of Jesus

Saturday 22nd 10:00 
19:30

St.Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon & Martyr 
Vigil Mass

Sunday 23rd 08:30 
11:00

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Sunday of the Word of God 

Monday  24th 12:00 St. Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva & Doctor of the Church 
Founder of the Visitation Sisters, Patron of Writers, Editors, & Journalists

Tuesday 25th 12:00 The Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Ends 

Wednesday 26th 12:00 St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr—Latin Mass

Thursday 27th 10:00 St. Angela Merici, Virgin & Founder of the Ursuline Order 
IXth Anniversary of Most Rev. William Crean’s Episcopal Consecration

Friday 28th 10:00 St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest of the Order of Preachers  
Doctor of the Church, Master & Patron of Catholic Schools 

Saturday 29th 10:00 
19:30

Our Lady on Saturdays 
Vigil Mass 
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