The Madonna & Child

Bartolome Esteban Murillo

The Madonna and Child was painted by Bartolome Estaban Murillo
(1617-1682) several times.

This version is conserved in the Galleria Palatina of the Palazzo

Pitti in Florence.

It was painted about 1655 shortly after a devastating outbreak of
the plague in Spain.

It is regarded as one of the painter’s most beautiful works. It was
produced during a period in which he received few major
commissions and during which he concentrated on painting

devotional works for the edification of the faithful.

These works require no great intellectual analysis to understand
their significance and meaning as they are immediately accessible

by emotion and call on the viewer to respond.

In these works, the painter's interest in chiaroscuro lighting
diverges from Zurbaran's style, driven by a search for greater
dynamism and emotional intensity, interpreting sacred themes with

delicate and intimate humanity.

The parish acquired a copy of the painting at auction at Mealy’s,

Castlecomer.



